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IDENTITY

Without a firm acceptance and recognition of the core
of the priestly and religious identity, there can be no
sustained renewal or development of formation.

Formation of priests and religious is intimately related
to their identity, that is their core, and mission, which
stems from that identity.




Il VATICAN COUNCIL

“The priest is not his own,” but acts in the person of
Christ for the people of God.

In today’'s digital world, this identity is even more
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PRE-VATICAN

Priesthood as Sacramental Authority
 standing apart from the laity as leaders of worship and administrators of
grace through the sacraments.

Religious Life as a Separate Vocation

» superior form of Christian living, marked by vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience, and distinct from the common life of laypeople.

Clerical Elevation
 set apart from the laity in a way that created a sharp distinction between
the ordained/religious and the faithful.



LUMEN GENTIUM

» Transformed the Church’s understanding of priesthood and
religious life by rooting their identity in baptism, a sacrament

that all Christians share.

» This shift marked a radical change, as it emphasized the
common priesthood of all believers

» Maintaining the distinct, yet complementary, nature of the
ordained priesthood and religious life.



BAPTISM AS FOUNDATION

» A share in Christ’'s priestly, prophetic, and kingly offices.

« The foundation for all vocations within the Church
“The holy people of God shares also in Christ's prophetic office; it spreads abroad

a living witness to Him, especially by means of a life of faith and charity and by
offering to God a sacrifice of praise” (LG, 12).



COMMON VS MINISTERIAL

» Distinctiveness of the ordained priesthood but

« Framed it in relation to the common priesthood of all the
baptized.

“The ministerial priesthood... and the common priesthood of all the faithful
participate, each in its own proper way;, in the one priesthood of Christ” (LG, 10).



PROPHETIC WITNESS

« The vocation of religious men and women as a prophetic
witness within the broader community of the baptized.

» |dentity is not a superior state of Christian living but a unique
expression of the common call to holiness.

“The evangelical counsels... appear as a sigh which can and ought to attract all the
members of the Church to an effective and prompt fulfilment of the duties of their
Christian vocation” (LG, 44).



IDENTITY IN
THE DIGITAL WORLD

Authentic Presence in the Digital World

- engage with digital media not as mere users but as ministers of the
Gospel.

Technology as a Tool for Ministry

» helping to build authentic relationships, foster evangelization, and eepen
o]fe)V/1g

A = e WAL e
vvvvvv

Maintaining Relational Ministry

Christ’s love, compassion, and personadl encounter.



IDENTITY IN |
THE DIGITAL WORLD




CHALLENGES & DISRUPTIONS

1. Fragmented Sense of Self

» individuals can curate and present themselves in ways that may not
align with their true self... for validation through likes, shares, and
followers.

- conflict with the deeper call to authenticity in Christ, focusing on the
interior life and personal holiness

« absorbed in the pursuit of approval, popularity, or personal branding,
weakening their true vocation.
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CHALLENGES & DISRUPTIONS

2. Addiction to Instant Gratification

- platforms designed to provide quick responses, instant information,
and rapid satisfaction.

» instant rewards stimulates the brain’s dopamine system, leading to
dopamine addiction.

 eroding of patience, discipline, and delayed gratification that requires
embracing silence, contemplation and prayer.
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CHALLENGES & DISRUPTIONS

3. Exposure to Harmful Content

access to content that is harmful, immoral, and spiritually destructive.

can lead to temptations that damage their spiritual growth, purity, and
commitment to the evangelical counsels.

« can cloud judgment and weaken one’s ability to discern a true call to
priesthood or religious life.




CHALLENGES & DISRUPTIONS

4. Superficial Relationships

- relationships are fleeting, shallow, and based on appearances or
mutual interests rather than genuine love and communion.

- call is for authentic relationships rooted in Christ, accompanying !&
others in a spirit of true pastoral care. /7 A

« can creadte a false sense of community and belonging, distracting
from the real, incarnational relationships that are essential in ministry.



CHALLENGES & DISRUPTIONS

5. Information Overload

+ can lead to confusion and an overload of conflicting opinions making
it difficult to hear the voice of God amid the noise.

 discernment is clouded with too much external input, especially from
sources that do not align with Church teaching or spiritual wisdom..

- elevation of celebrities and influencers as role models, offering a
different vision of success and fulfilment.
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WAY FORWARD

1. Digital Dis_cipline and Healthy Boundaries

P need to teach digital discipline, helplng students set healthy
boundcmes with technology

- limiting © time on social media, prioritizing face-to-face
interactions. |

* ensuring peﬁods of digital detox for prayer, reflection, and

retreat.



WAY FORWARD

2. Deepening the Spiritual Life

. throughmt'hé‘Sdcraments, personal prayer, and community life.
. oulti_vqte the'virtutes of patience, humility, .dnd self-discipline.

* these are critical in résisting the temptations of the digital world.




WAY FORWARD

- 3. Guided Use of Technology for Evangelization

. digital Te’chhdlogy offers opportunities for evangelization.

- gui'de students on how to use digital platforms responsibly,
ehSuring"- reflection of their priestly or religious identity.

. technd.logy should serve their mission, not detract from it.




WAY FORWARD

- 4. Formation of Authentic Relationships

- importance of real, incarnational relationships can help counter
~ the superficial connections fostered online.

* encourage them to develop deep, rhed"ningful friendships and
pastoral relationships

- both within the seminary and with the communities they will

serve.



WAY FORWARD

- 5. Discerning with Clarity

* include ”t'rdinihg in discernment in the digital age to develop a
- clear sense of their calling amid the n_t)ise of the online world.

» includes’ fostering a reflective attitude, rooted in prayer and
guided by spiritual directors.

. discern what truly leads to a deeper relationship with Christ.




Formation at Crossroads in this Digital World

Thank You

You may logon to my website for the latest on the papers
and presentations. You may have to register yourself with
your name and email id. You can also enter into
conversation with your comments, observations and
guestions in the contact me section.

Q +91 9489 57 83 00 frjacksonlouis.com
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